AN    OLD-FASHIONED    CHRISTMAS
of his accomplishments, evidently piqued himself on his
dancing, and was endeavouring to gain credit by the heel
and toe, rigadoon, and other graces of the ancient school;
but he had unluckily assorted himself with a little romp-
ing girl from boarding-school, who, by her wild vivacity,
kept him continually on the stretch, and defeated all his
sober attempts at elegance: such are the ill-assorted
matches to which antique gentlemen are unfortunately
prone.
The party now broke up for the night with the kind-
hearted old custom of shaking hands. As I passed through
the hall, on my way to my chamber, the dying embers
of the Yule log still sent forth a dusky glow, and had it
not been the season when " no spirit dares stir abroad,"
I should have been half tempted to steal from my room
at midnight, and peep whether the fairies might not be
at their revels about the hearth.
EXERCISES
1.   Vocabulary.   Find the meaning and derivation of each of
the following words.   Compose sentences to show the use of
them:
chaise; incessantly; enviable; paternal; fancifully; prim-
itive; antique; avenue; crystal; florid; physiognomist;
hereditary; ancestors ; cavalier; orthodox; genteel; eccen-
tric ; arrant; vagrant; buoyant; unaccommodating; chron-
icle ; genealogy; superannuated; sphere; factotum; falsetto;
gaiety; vivacity; elegance.
2.  Meanings. Turn the following into simpler prose:
(a)  The strong rich peculiarities of ancient rural life are
almost polished away.
(b)  Provided everything was done conformably to ancient
usage.
(c)  To the imminent peril of all the pretty housemaids.
(d)  There is an emanation from the heart in genuine
hospitality.
(e)  The table was abundantly spread with substantial fare.
(/) Addressed with the quaint appellation of Master Simon.
(g) A little antiquated in the taste of his accomplishments.
(A) He piqued himself on his dancing,
3.  Precis.  Compress this account of Christmas Eve into two
or three paragraphs of moderate length.
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